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Paraiso natural. Laguna Cuicocha

Natural Paradise. Cuicocha lagoon

Camila Barranco

ABSTRACT

Santa Ana from Cotacachi city is located in the north of Ecuador. This district is famous because of creating objects using high quality leathers, but also
by the Cotacachi Cayapas Ecological Reserve, inside which is Cuicocha lagoon, placed in the Cotacachi volcano crater. This lagoon is highlighted by the
three volcanic rock domes that protrude at its center, forming two islets called Teodoro Wolf and Jose Maria Yerovi, and wherein you can find a variety of
Flora and Fauna. This natural reserve distinguish by offer ecological recreational activities, serving as host for one of the most popular competitions in the
region, swimming across lagoon Cuicocha, which already reached its tenth edition. Is a natural place that calls for meditation, relaxation, and care natural

resources.
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La ciudad de Santa Ana de Cotacachi esta ubicada en la zona norte de Ecuador. Famosa por la creacion de articulos utilizando pieles y por la Reserva Ecolégica
Cotacachi Cayapas, dentro de la que se encuentra la laguna Cuicocha, ubicada en el crater del Volcan Cotacachi. Esta laguna destaca por contener en su cen-
tro tres domos volcanicos que conforman dos islotes llamados Teodoro Wolf y José Maria Yerovi, separados por el “Canal del ensuefio” y en los cuales puede
encontrarse variedad de Flora y Fauna. Esta reserva natural, resalta ademas por brindar actividades ecoldgicas-recreativas y por ser sede del cruce natatorio
de aguas abiertas a la Laguna de Cuicocha, que ya alcanza su décima edicion. Es un lugar que llama a la meditacion y preservador de las riquezas naturales.
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A few days ago, I first visited the Santa Ana Cota-
cachi city, which is located in the north of Ecua-
dor. This city is famous because of creating objects
using high quality leathers, but also by the Cota-
cachi Cayapas Ecological Reserve, considering the
largest Canton of the Imbabura County.

Within the reserve, we can find the Cuicocha la-
goon, whose name was given after the Spanish
conquest and translates from Kichwa language as
Kuykucha, “cuyes lagoon” or Kuychikucha, “Rain-
bow Lagoon”.

I had heard legends about this lagoon that spoke
about magical rituals, offerings to the Sun God,
and currently this natural place serves as ideal se-
tting for purification rites at the summer solstice.
It was necessary to know the site that houses both
mystery and fame, and I found one of the most
beautiful and welcoming places of Ecuador.

The lagoon is located to 14 km from Otavalo, and
12 km south west of Cotacachi city. It is inside
the crater of Cotacachi volcano, which is the re-
sult of an explosion of thousands years ago. It has
approximately 200 m of depth, 4 km of length, 3
km of width, and is located 3068 m above sea level.
The lagoon peculiarity is that at its center three
volcanic rock domes protrude, forming two islets
separated by the “Canal Daydream”, which are ca-
lled Teodoro Wolf and Jose Maria Yerovi. These

islets are the result of small eruptions occurred
following to the main explosion. Some time
ago, these were conditioned for receive visi-
tors, but were consumed twice for fire caused
by themselves. As a consequence, currently are
inaccessible and covered with lush vegetation.
Regarding the fauna, we can find a variety of
species such as the montane guinea pig, the
mountain rabbit, the armadillo, the Andean
fox, lots of birds like doves, pigeons, hummin-
gbirds, and ducks, among others. Flora also has
variety, about more than 400 species have their
lives there as cattails, sigses, bromeliads, cerote,
pumamaqui, red cedar, several varieties of Or-
quidias, suro, etc.

The lagoon does not have any source of water
rather than the melting of the top of snow co-
vered volcano and rain.

As an additional attraction, in the place practi-
ce different activities are promoted. We could
mention the trekking of 8 km in the nature trail
“Campuzano Maxim Gorky”; the walks during
4.5 hours on the self-interpretation trail; and
the boat tour where you can check the volcanic
origin of these waters, by the presence of bub-
bles caused by sulfur in the base of the lagoon.
The Cuicocha lagoon also serves as host for one
of the most popular competitions in the region,
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Cuicocha lagoon,

swimming across lagoon Cuicocha, which already
reached its tenth edition. In this athletic event 4500
m in length are cover in the shortest amount of
time. This year (2015) the first place was reached
by Felipe Acosta (1h 3’12”), from Quito, who takes
on the podium four consecutive years, followed by
Xavier Nufiez from Nautico, while the ladies win-

Il standings. It is noteworthy that the record of this
competition belongs to Francisco Rivadeneria with
1h 01°00”.

Personally, I found a beautiful place that calls for
meditation, relaxation, and care natural resources.
Certainly, the Cuicocha lagoon is a place worthy to
be visited.

ner was Mishel Tixe, who was third in the overa-
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